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PLUS TAX 


COUNTY CASES HIT 80; 
TRUMP SIGNS AID BILL 


E Relief package includes free coronavirus testing, paid sick leave 


E Local officials tighten social-gathering rules as count spikes 


E Lawmakers devising economic stimulus set to exceed $1 trillion 


STATE’S 
HOSPITALS 
BRACE FOR 
BIG WAVE 
OF CASES 


BY ANITA CHABRIA, 
MATT STILES 
& SOUMYA KARLAMANGLA 


The new coronavirus 
threatens to overwhelm Cal- 
ifornia hospitals in the com- 
ing weeks unless the unprec- 
edented social-distancing 
measures imposed across 
the state slow its rapid 
spread. 

State projections show 
that the impact of the co- 
ronavirus will require be- 
tween 4,000 to 20,000 addi- 
tional hospital beds — an 
imprecise estimate caused 
in part by the lack of testing, 
which has made it difficult 
for officials to know how 
many people have the virus. 

Based on conditions in 
other countries hit by the 
pandemic and models of 
what could happen in Cali- 
fornia, a rapid rise in infec- 
tions expected in the next 
two weeks would quickly fill 
the existing hospital space. 

A Los Angeles Times 
data analysis found that 
California has 7,200 inten- 
Sive-care beds across more 
than 365 hospitals. In total, 
the state has about 72,000 
beds. The analysis shows 
roughly one intensive-care 
bed for every 5,500 people in 
California. 

Experts said that capac- 
ity could easily be reached 
soon ifthe virus’ spread con- 
tinues unabated. 

“You can’t argue with 
numbers,” said Dr. Robert 
Winters, an infectious-dis- 

SEE HOSPITALS « A11 


THE NEW 
NORMAL 


SAYING FINAL 
GOODBYE TO 
LOVED ONES, 
10 MOURNERS 
AT A TIME 


BY JOHN WILKENS 


With a steady rain falling 
Wednesday morning at 
Miramar National Ceme- 
tery, fewer than a dozen 
people arrived for an out- 
door funeral. Weather 
wasn’t the only deterrent. 

Attendance was limited 
by the coronavirus pan- 
demic, too. 

At Miramar, Fort Rose- 
crans and America’s 140 
other national cemeteries — 
the final resting places for 
military veterans and their 
spouses — grieving families 
are being asked to invite no 
more than 10 mourners. 
Solace in numbers is giving 
way to social distancing 
amid an expanding effort to 
control the virus’ spread. 

Throughout San Diego 
County, where on an aver- 
age day about 60 people die 
from various causes, mortu- 
aries are also making ad- 
justments. They’re short- 
ening or eliminating visita- 
tions, live-streaming serv- 
ices so people can watch 
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EVAN VUCCI AP 


President Donald Trump leaves the White House briefing room after Wednesday’s news conference on 
the coronavirus. Trump said he was using the full machinery of government to combat the pandemic. 


PRESIDENT TAKES ACTION 
TO GEAR UP AGAINST VIRUS 


Trump invokes wartime powers; Congress speeds legislation 


BY CHRIS MEGERIAN 


WASHINGTON 

President Donald Trump on 
Wednesday invoked wartime powers 
that could boost the manufacturing of 
medical equipment used to fight the 
coronavirus pandemic, as hospitals 
braced for a nationwide explosion of 
infections and Congress rushed to 
pass emergency legislation to keep 
the country’s economy on life sup- 
port. 

The Senate passed a measure — 
already approved by the House — to 
provide free testing and expand sick 
leave for Americans, and Trump 
signed it just hours later. With the 
stock market plummeting and layoffs 
mounting, lawmakers are already 
working on the next package of pro- 
posals, expected to top $1 trillion, in- 
cluding aid to struggling industries 
and individual checks to most taxpay- 
ers. 

Trump also ordered a halt to evic- 
tions from public housing for those af- 
fected by the coronavirus, and to fore- 


MORE COVERAGE INSIDE 


BW c1- Stocks crash as investors’ 
fears of recession mount. 


BD A3- Shortage of swabs, protective 
gear stalls coronavirus testing. 


BD A4- ICE halts most enforcement 
action within the United States. 


I A6 : Sick staff fueled outbreak at 
Washington care center. 


closures for homeowners who have 
mortgages backed by the federal gov- 
ernment. 

The emergency steps came on a 
day of head-spinning developments: 

More borders slammed shut 
across Europe and North America, 
withthe U.S. and Canadaclosing their 
boundaries to all but essential travel 
and Trump saying he plans to assert 
extraordinary powers to immediately 
turn back to Mexico anyone who 
crosses over the southern border il- 
legally. 


The government of El Salvador an- 
nounced it will no longer receive de- 
portation flights from the United 
States or Mexico “until further no- 
tice,“ to combat the spread of co- 
ronavirus. 

Two members of Congress said 
they had tested positive for the co- 
ronavirus — the first lawmakers to 
contract the deadly disease — forcing 
other lawmakers who came into con- 
tact with them to announce they were 
self-quarantining. 

Reps. Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Fla., 
and Ben McAdams, D-Utah, said they 
began developing symptoms on Sat- 
urday evening, less than 24hours after 
they had stood on the crowded House 
floor and voted for the coronavirus re- 
lief package. 

China announced that the former 
virus epicenter of Wuhan and its sur- 
rounding province had reported no 
new cases, a dramatic development in 
the city overwhelmed by thousands of 
new patients each day when the out- 
break was peaking there last month. 
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CRUISE PASSENGERS DISEMBARK IN SAN DIEGO 


No virus cases reported; 
Disney Wonder’s 2,000 
passengers arrive today 
BY LORI WEISBERG 


A Holland America ship with 
more than 1,800 passengers on board 
arrived in San Diego Wednesday fol- 
lowing a more than two-week Hawai- 
ian cruise that originated in San Di- 
ego. 

The Eurodam was allowed to let 
its passengers leave the ship after re- 
porting that no one on board had dis- 
played symptoms or is suspected of 
having COVID-19, according to Port 
of San Diego spokeswoman Brianne 
Page. Most of the crew of 831 re- 
mained on the ship. 

The Centers for Disease Control, 
San Diego County health officials 
and the Coast Guard cleared the Eu- 
rodam to come to San Diego and for 
passengers to leave the ship the same 
day, Page said. The vessel was to de- 
part San Diego around 6 p.m., with- 
out passengers, for its final destina- 
tion, Puerto Vallarta. 


HOWARD LIPIN U-T 


The Eurodam, a Holland America cruise ship, sits Wednesday 
docked and empty except for crew at the B Street Pier in San Diego. 


“No one on board the Eurodam 
displayed symptoms, and no cases 
were reported on board,” she added. 
“We are thoroughly cleaning the ter- 
minal before and after arrivals, and 
we installed extra hand washing sta- 


tions and have made extra sanitizer 
available for passenger use. The CDC 
indicated they are not recom- 
mending individual screenings at de- 
bark (ports) or at airports as the 
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E U.S., Canada close their boundaries to all but essential travel 


BY PAUL SISSON 
& LYNDSAY WINKLEY 


Confirmed COVID-19 
case counts jumped 33 per- 
cent in the latest report 
Wednesday, prompting pub- 
lic health officials to warn ofa 
worsening trend in San Di- 
ego County. 

Climbing from 60 Tues- 
day to 80 Wednesday, the 
numbers suggested that 
novel coronavirus is likely 
growing rapidly in the com- 
munity even as new public 
health orders and anewbusi- 
ness assistance program 
were released. 

Given the massive scale of 
the actions already taken 
around coronavirus so far — 
schools are already on hia- 
tus, after all— some might be 
tempted to see the number of 
confirmed cases detected so 
far as rather underwhelm- 
ing, especially when they’re 
viewed alongside, say, the 
562 cases and 52 deaths re- 
ported in King County near 
Seattle. 

Health officials took 
pains during and after a 
news conference Wednesday 
afternoon to note that the 
public should view these 
numbers with a certain 
understanding. 

Each confirmed case is 
the result of a positive 
COVID-19 test, and because 
tests are stillin short supply, 
those with mild symptoms 
that might be a sign of novel 
coronavirus infection never 
get tested. Only those who 
are quite sick or were con- 
nected to foreign travel oran- 
other positive case have re- 
ceived tests so far, and that 
makes the numbers now re- 
ported every day a proxy for 
something much bigger. 

SEE COUNTY « A9 


To our 
home-delivery 
subscribers 


We have received ques- 
tions about health and 
safety precautions as our 
community confronts the 
coronavirus. 

The World Health Or- 
ganization has stated that it 
is safe to receive packages, 
including in areas affected 
by the coronavirus. Our 
production process is fully 
automated, which min- 
imizes human contact with 
the newspapers. In addi- 
tion, the Union-Tribune has 
asked our distributors to 
take the recommended 
precautions during this 
period, including requiring 
newspaper carriers to prac- 
tice social distancing and 
personal hygiene, or stay 
home ifthey are sick. 

We are also encouraging 
our print subscribers to 
activate their access to the 
website, eNewspaper and 
app. This will help ensure 
that you have access to the 
most current information 
and reporting on the co- 
ronavirus. Go to: uniontri- 
bune.com/activate. 

Ifyou have questions 
about your subscription or 
would like to contact cus- 
tomer service, please visit 
the member site for the 
most current information: 
membership. 
sandiegouniontribune.com. 


Thank you, 


Jeff Light 
Publisher and Editor 
The San Diego Union-Tribune 
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